
 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

 I do hope that the weekend just gone was celebrated in a special and  
meaningful  way for your families, and that all Mums, Grandmothers,  
Nans and all those women who care for children had an opportunity to  
be spoilt a little. Sunday was a special day when we all consciously took 
the time to say “Thank You, I love you and I truly appreciate all the things  
you do for me Mum.” One day cannot possibly make up for all the things  
that our Mums do for us – every day, every minute they are there to watch us grow, learn, fall 
over, laugh, cry and try to make sense of our world. Every day and every minute their love 
holds us and comforts us and helps us grow into the wonder of our potential. Every day we 
should be letting our Mums know just how much we need and love them. While Sunday could 
have been a wonderful family day for most of us, please keep in your thoughts and prayers 
those families who were not so lucky enough to have their Mums with them. 
 
 

NAPLAN TESTING 
 
Our Year 3 and 5 students will be involved in the annual NAPLAN testing starting today May 
10TH. We wish them well in their tests and trust that they will manage the experience in the 
most stress less way possible. I know that they have been preparing for the testing in class and 
have practised answering questions from past papers etc. All the best to the children involved. 
Parents can help their children prepare for these three days by making sure they have a good 
nights sleep, a healthy breakfast and by ensuring they are at school on time. 

 

MORNING DUTY 
 
School begins at 8.40am with morning duty commencing at 8.15am.  
It is strongly recommended that children arrive no earlier than 8.15am. We ask that children 
place their bags in the port racks provided outside their classroom and wait until 8.15am       
before commencing play. If you are late or need to pick up your child from school early you 
are required to call into the office to sign your child in or out. All visitors to the school are          
required to sign in/out at the office whenever they are in the school grounds. This can seem    
an onerous task, however this procedure allows us to be aware of who is on the school 
grounds at all times.  
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
It is vital that students maintain a high attendance at school and I cannot stress how important 
this is for their learning. It is also vital that students arrive on time. Research indicates that   
students of primary school age learn best first thing in the morning - this is when we facilitate 
our most essential learnings. We are obliged under the education act to report any low attend-
ance rates for individuals. Along with teachers, I will be   encouraging students and families to 
ensure we have all students available to learn. This can only be positive for individuals and 
their development. The table below explains just how important it is to have your children at 
school and on time otherwise they will be missing out on quality learning time.  
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Principal’s Message continued 

At St Joseph’s we are aiming for a high attendance rate and parents will notice each week I have up on our    

notice board our attendance rate for the week as well as any class that has 100% for that day. 

Greg Cran Principal 

Have a great  week everyone, 

STAFFING NEWS 
Mrs Emma Lunney has recently advised me that she will be extending her maternity leave for another 12 
months, to include 2017. We wish Mrs Lunney all the best as she spends precious time with her daughters 
Olivia and Georgia. Emma has also decided to resign from her position as Assistant Principal Religious   
Education (APRE) from the end of 2016, however she will stay in her teacher role at St Joseph’s. 

We will be advertising both in the Courier Mail and throughout Brisbane Catholic Education over the next 
couple of weeks so we can replace Emma from next year. 

We thank Emma for all she has done at St Joseph’s in her role as APRE.    

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS 
Those that have visited the school over the last few months would have seen the new improvements to 

our school environment. I would like to thank Mr Tim Crawford for making our school look so great, 

with a lot of the school receiving a new coat of paint.  



 

 

APRE Message  

These last few weeks have been particularly busy, with the celebration of Edmund Rice 
Feast Day, which included a special visit from Br Marty and then our Mother’s Day 
Mass. It was wonderful to see so many mothers, grandmothers, aunties and carers at 
the Mother’s Day Mass and it was your presence that made it such a special morning.    
I would like to acknowledge and thank the staff who together created this special         
celebration. 
  

Month of May 
 

May is traditionally the Month of Mary, where we recall the role of Mary in salvation. 

Mary is the Virgin Mother of God, whose devotion to God allowed Jesus to be a human among 

people.  
 

Because of her complete trust in God, she lived her life without sin. And, after her life, she was 

assumed into Heaven by the power of God and crowned as Queen of Heaven and Earth.  

She is, of course, not divine. We worship only Jesus Christ, but we honour Mary as a saint. 

We honour God by remembering the role of Mary in the beginning of our salvation.                 

We acknowledge, that Devotion to Mary always leads to Jesus Christ! 
 

So, during this month of May we devote time to strengthening our relationship with Mary. We 

do this by praying the rosary. We stop each day to remember and to pray and honour Mary, by 

saying the Hail Mary. 
  

Hail Mary, full of grace. 

Our Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women,  

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 

Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. 

Amen. 

 
Celebration this term: 
20th May-Mass-Year 5/6 & Prep 
 
 

26th May-National Sorry Day 

Please join us for a special liturgy on Sorry Day (9.30). 
 
7th June-Marcellin Champagnat Feast Day 
 
10th June-Anointing Mass-Year 4 
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Cotton Cloth Appeal 

Faith Group will be assisting Fr Michael with an appeal to collect cotton rags. These cotton rags go to St Vincent    
De Paul to raise money to assist those in need.  If you have old rags (cotton), could you please place them in a    
bag and deliver them to the office.  

 
St Joseph’s is a Catholic School, but we also acknowledge the many different religions of our students and we are 
accepting of the needs of other religions. For those of you who are not Catholic and have attended a Catholic 
Mass, you will notice that we have many rituals, which the children are at St Joseph’s are taught. Each newsletter   
I will include a ritual, along with a brief explanation about why Catholics do this. 
Please feel free to email me,  tgerrard@bne.catholic.ed.au if you would like any questions answered in regards to 
the Catholic religion. I would also appreciate it, if you could inform us of any aspects of your religion, that you 
would like us to be mindful of and we will endeavour to attend to your request. 
 

Making the Sign of the Cross 
Making the Sign of the Cross is one of the most common actions Catholics do. It is usually 
done when we enter and leave the Church, using Holy Water. It occurs again at the start and 
end of Mass or any prayer time. 
 

Why do we do this? 
In the Sign of the Cross we profess our faith, acknowledging the Trinity, the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. It is considered a sign of remembrance that Jesus died on the cross to bring         
salvation to the world. 
 

National Walk Safely to School Day 

On 20th May it is National Walk Safely to School Day.  

St. Joseph’s students are invited to gather at the Rotunda     

 in the main street of Murgon, at 7.45am, where students 

will be walked to school with a Teacher. 

 

 

 

 

APRE Message continued 

God Bless 
 

Tracey Gerrard APRE  

 P&F News 

Thank you to Kris Baulch, Dot Kapernick, Sarah Druery and Leisa Peterson for your 

hard work on the Mother’s Day Stall. Your continual commitment to our school is very 

much appreciated.  

A new date will be advised for our P & F meeting as soon as possible. 

Scott Prendergast  P & F President 

mailto:tgerrard@bne.catholic.ed.au


 

 

TUCKSHOP NEEDS YOUR HELP PLEASE! 
 Helpers are still needed in the Tuckshop.  If you can spare some time your help would be most  

appreciated.   

Remember Tuckshop day is FRIDAYS! 

Tuckshop News 

News from Fr. Michael    

On Thursday evening  19th May there will be an explanatory Mass for the First Communicants and their     
families at 7.00pm. Everyone is invited to attend this special Mass. 

Please phone Fr. Michael on 41 681 406 if you need any further information. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Carroll sm PH: 4168 1406 

Parish Mass Times 

SATURDAY 14TH MAY 

Wondai 6.00pm 

Proston  9.00am 

SATURDAY 21ST MAY 

One combined Mass 

at Wondai 

SUNDAY 15TH MAY 

Murgon 8.00am 

Goomeri 10.00am 

SUNDAY 22ND MAY 

Combined Parish Mass        

at Percy Iszlaub Pavilion at 

Wondai at 10am followed 

by a Picnic Lunch 

ST. JOSEPH’S       

PARISH HALL IS 

AVAILABLE FOR 

RENT FOR    

UNLICENSED  

FUNCTIONS 

First Communion Program 

This week in the first communion Program we are discussing three key concepts 

God’s love for us 

Making our life an offering to God 

Making sacrifices for others 

Having a First Communion program in our parish begs the question – why raise your child as a Christian according to the 
Catholic  tradition? 

Christianity encourages us to view life from the perspective of faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and God. There is some-
thing beyond our earthly experience. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection we share in eternal life with the risen Christ. 
The advantage for Christians is that our self identity is not vulnerable to uncertainties of human experience. Our earthly 
life can go well but it can also go otherwise.  If we have faith in Jesus, we then believe our earthly experience is a mere 
preparation for eternal life with God.   This is why Christianity is Good News. When you decide to hand on the faith to 
your child, you are handing on a wonderful story of God’s love, that will give your child identity in the hills and valleys of 
his/her life. 

God also wants to be present in our life. He sent his Son on earth and he told us at the Last supper to take this bread and 
eat it. It is my Body. He said take this wine it is my blood. Let us consider the invitation. We best appreciate this invitation 
if we are consciously living out our Christian vocation, which is reflecting God’s love to others. We enjoy meeting people 
who are considerate of others, who are using their talents for the sake of others. 



 

 

S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K   Week 3 Week  4 

Prep Beau Perrett Prep Braith Quinn 

Year 1 Savannah Tapau Year 1 Kooper Smith 

Year 2 Ty Smith Year 2 William Taylor 

Year 3 Isaac Watson Year 3 Lara Kapernick 

Year 4 Mikalya Quinn Year 4 Saffron Sandow 

Year 5/6 Tytrell Combo & Bridie Prendergast Year  5/6 Jaylah Purcell & Teagan O’Sullivan 

 Congratulations to our Students of the Week 

Prep Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5/6 

Daniel 
Aubrey   11th 
 

Xavvier 
Cameron   15th 
 

Braith Quinn 25th 

 

Justin 
Robinson 7th 
 

Xavier 
Greenwood 
15th  

Logan 
Robinson 2nd 
 

Draysharn 
Arnold   6th 

Aleesa Druery 4th 

 
Daniel 
Rowberry   17th 
 

Jilleal Bligh 21st 

 

 

Thomas Currin 13th 
 

Athena 
Ricketts 26th 
 
DJ Olbes 29th 

 Greetings to our May Birthday Students  

Congratulations to the RSL Competition Winners 

Respect Tokens  

Awarded to:- 

Ella Peterson,  

Ella Palmer, 

Mary Aubrey & Morris 

Byers-Bond. 

Champion Respect  

Tokens: 

Jaylah Purcell &  

Teagan O’Sullivan 

 

Happy 

Birthday 

to some of 

our 

May  

Birthday 

People! 



 

 

Year 5/6  have started off Term 2 with lots of hard work! In English we have been 
learning how to write narratives and in particular beginning with an inter-

esting and sizzling start.  We have been very interested in learning about the war and the army    
following on from Anzac Day. We have created stories using this theme. We have thoroughly      
enjoyed reading the novel, Shadow, by Michael Morpurgo. 

This week in year 2 we have begun looking at how the year is made up of days, which leads into 

months and then years. We have also been exploring how there are different amounts of days that 
make up each month and especially the cheeky month of February!    

******************************************* 

In year 1  this term one of the stories we have read is 
‘Do Your Ears Hang Low’. We have been 

using this story to learn about word families , what they have in 
common and how to write our own stories. We have been having 
lots of fun.  

 

Year 3 are in persuasive mode!   

Students have been working on the language of persuasion in     
English.  They have been very imaginative in their written work, try-
ing to convince the school to buy new Xboxes, not to set homework and have desperately been trying to per-
suade Mrs Knight to eat Broccoli! This fits with our focus on the food pyramid in Health and understanding the 
difference between always and sometimes foods (hence why I now eat Broccoli!)  Students will complete their 
first NAPLAN tests this week and are looking forward to some healthy brain food treats during this time!!   

Good Luck Year 3!  

 

In Year 4 In Year 4 In Year 4 we have been learning about the origins of our Earth, Landforms and 

the Rock Cycle. We are practising our Mapping skills in Maths and Geography. In 
English we have been learning about the structure  and process of writing a person-
al profile.  

After reading an interview with Graeme Base, the author of "Sign of the Seahorse" 
we have been having fun interviewing each other. 

 

************************************************************************************************* 

 

Our fabulous Prep Students have been working extremely hard this Term.   

We have been learning about:-   The Weather; Days of the Week and this week we are 
learning 

about the letter Z !   zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 

News from the Classrooms 



 

 

 

 
  
 
A Baby Boy What a Joy  

Congratulations  from all of us to Seth Lucht on the birth of his baby brother Kane 
Kenneth Hunter, born on 22.04.2016 weighing nearly 8llbs.  May Christ’s blessing 
be upon you and your family. 

 

 

St. Joey’s news 

Flashing lights now active at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Last week school zone signs were installed on Angel Avenue. 

St. Joseph’s School  was nominated to receive these new signs as part of a Queensland Government commitment to 
improve school road safety.  You will notice that the new signs look similar to the standard school zone signs with the    
addition of a red flashing ring around the speed limit, as well as two flashing  yellow lights at the top of the sign.         
The installation of flashing light school zone signs is proven to improve visibility of school zones, serving as  an active 
reminder for motorists to slow down. 

So, next time you’re dropping off or picking up your child, keep an eye out for the new signs and make sure you stick 
to the signed speed limit and use the crossing when crossing the road. 

Thank you to our Crossing Supervisor  Mrs Peterson for keeping us safe on the      

Crossing each day! 
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